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American patrolmen. It often involves a good deal of
clerical work,, and hence demands on the whole more
versatility and more education than are ordinarily required
in this country.

THE   LIMITS   OF   POLICE   FUNCTIONS

With regard to this last point, it may be well to lay stress
upon the fact that the conception of police functions held Conti-
by Englishmen and Americans differs widely from the European
view prevalent in continental countries. The Anglo- American"
American idea is that the duties of a municipal police officer conception
are concerned chiefly, if not wholly, with the work of keeping compared.
the peace. His functions are merely repressive, and hence
fall within narrow bounds. In the countries of continental
Europe, on the contrary, police duties extend over a much
wider range. They include in German cities, for example,
the work of civil registration, the censorship of the press,
the inspection of buildings, the control of societies, and the
regulation of amusements. Their work is preventive as
well as repressive.1 Much of the preventive work, more-
over, is of a technical character, involving the use of specially
trained officers. The buildings-police (Baupolizei) in Ger-
man cities are, for instance, intrusted with the duty of in-
specting all buildings in process of construction. They do
their work with admirable care and thoroughness because
they are equipped by training and experience for this special
duty, and yet they form an integral part of the regular police
establishment. In this country we depute such functions
to building inspectors, who are not connected with the
police department at all. Although we pay these build-
ing officials a much higher remuneration than we give
to patrolmen or even to lieutenants of police, we often
find them to be men of very dubious skill and inadequate
experience.

1 P, J. Goodiiow, Municipal Government (New York, 1909), pp. 246-
250,